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POLICY:  Safety and technical standards are a necessary element to the complex 

discipline of nursing, which all students must meet with or without 
reasonable accommodations. Students wishing to enter the Cleveland 
State University School of Nursing programs must demonstrate that they 
can meet these standards and continue to do so throughout their 
education program. 
 
The School of Nursing curriculum, leading to the eligibility for licensure as 
a registered nurse or advanced nursing practice, requires students to 
engage in a wide variety of specific experiences to learn and practice  
essential nursing skills and functions. The established academic,  Safety 
and Technical standards require that all students accepted in all Nursing 
Programs complete all aspects of the curriculum with or without an 
accommodation.  
 
The Safety and Technical Standards outlined below (“Technical 
Standards”), in conjunction with established academic standards, are 
followed by the Nursing faculty to select applicants and retain students 
who possess the intelligence, integrity, physical, and personal as well as 
emotional qualities necessary to become an effective professional nurse. 
The faculty must maintain the integrity of the curriculum and preserve 
those elements deemed essential to the education of a professional 
nurse. These functions are essential to the successful completion of the 
requirements of the School of Nursing degree programs (BSN, MSN, 
DNP).   

 
As outlined below, these functions comprise the “Technical Standards” performance requirements for 
students in the classroom, clinical, nursing resource laboratory or simulation settings.   Discipline 
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ESSENTIAL SENSORY/OBSERVATION SKILLS 

GENERAL: The student must make accurate and timely sensory observations and interpret 
them in the context of clinical/laboratory activities and patient care experiences. The student 
must document these observations accurately. 

SPECIFIC:  

 The student must integrate, analyze and synthesize sensory data (sight, touch, sound, smell) 
in a consistent, accurate and timely manner.  

 The student must accurately interpret visual and graphic images, and digital and analog 
representations of physiologic phenomena.   

 The student must observe the patient accurately, at a distance and close at hand, including 
through auditory auscultation and the patient’s non-verbal communication, when 
interacting with real or simulated patients.  

 The student must perceive the signs of disease and infection as manifested through physical 
examination, visual inspection, images of the body surfaces, palpable changes in various 
organs and tissues, and auditory information (patient voice, heart tones, bowel and 
lung sounds, etc.). 

 The student must immediately respond and react to information, instructions and requests 
from patients and others in the healthcare setting and information provided by patient 
monitoring equipment. 

ESSENTIAL MOTOR SKILLS 

GENERAL: The student must execute movements required to provide general care and 
treatment to patients in clinical and laboratory settings. 

SPECIFIC:  

 The student must employ and coordinate gross and fine motor skills and equilibrium for 
assessment and therapeutic procedures, such as inspection, palpation, percussion, 
auscultation, and other diagnostic maneuvers and procedures.  

 The student must perform basic life support (including CPR), transfer and position 
patients, and position and re-position the student around patients.  

 The student must safely operate equipment typically found in the health care 
environment (IV pumps, cardiac monitor, and electric and manual blood pressure 
equipment, etc.). 

 The student must meet the physical and mental demands associated with extended 
periods of sitting, standing, moving, and physical exertion required for safe patient care.  

 The student must participate in clinical and laboratory experiences for up to a 12-hour 

duration. 
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 Students must walk, twist, bend, stoop/squat, reach, kneel, and climb stairs.  

 Students must lift and support at least 25 pounds of weight; move heavy objects up to 
50 pounds; and physically apply up to 10 pounds of pressure to bleeding sites or while 
performing CPR. 
 

ESSENTIAL COGNITIVE SKILLS 

GENERAL: The student accurately measure, calculate, reason, prioritize, analyze, integrate, 
synthesize information and act with integrity and judgment within time constraints unique to 
each setting.  

 SPECIFIC:  

 The student must read and comprehend extensive written materials.  

 The student must evaluate, apply information, engage in critical thinking and prioritize 
patient needs in the classroom, lab and clinical setting. 

 The student must sustain attention and memory sufficient to maintain patient safety 
and deliver appropriate patient care.  

 The student must utilize and incorporate information from teachers, peers, and 
literature into practice. 

 The student must respond promptly, accurately and appropriately to urgent situations. 

 

ESSENTIAL COMMUNICATION SKILLS 

GENERAL: The student must communicate effectively and sensitively with other students, 
faculty, staff, patients, family and other professionals. 

SPECIFIC:  

 The student must express his or her ideas and feelings clearly and appropriately, 
professionally handle conveying information in highly emotional and difficult situations, 
and constructively give and receive feedback.  

 The student must convey or exchange information at a proficiency level to obtain a 
health history, identify problems presented, explain alternative solutions, and give 
directions during treatment and post-treatment.  

 The student must effectively communicate in English with the ability to retrieve 
information from various sources of literature and computerized data bases, and 
effectively share the information retrieved with others in the healthcare setting who 
need to know the information.  
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 The student must process and communicate information on the patient’s status with 
accuracy in a timely manner to faculty and members of the health care team.  

ESSENTIAL EMOTIONAL, INTUITIVE AND EMPATHIC QUALITIES 

GENERAL: The student must possess the emotional, intuitive and empathic qualities required to 
exercise good judgment in the timely completion of all responsibilities attendant to the nursing 
care of patients and families.  

SPECIFIC:  

 The student must maintain mature, sensitive, and effective relationships with patients, 
students, faculty, staff and other professionals under all circumstances, including highly 
stressful situations.  

 The student must function effectively under stress and adapt to an environment that 

may change rapidly without warning and/or in unpredictable ways in both the 

classroom and clinical settings, including emergency situations.  

 The student must adapt behavior, working and communication styles when the 
student’s qualities interfere with productive individual or team relationships in diverse 
academic and clinical environments.  

 The student must reflect and realize how their beliefs, values, and experiences affect 

their interactions and perceptions of those around them. 

 The student must satisfy all requirements of the School of Nursing and in any health 
care agency's affiliation agreements with CSU, as well as any additional requirements of 
any clinical setting.  

ESSENTIAL PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

GENERAL: The student must possess the ability to reason morally and practice nursing in a 
professional and ethical manner. 

SPECIFIC:  

 The student must uphold professional nursing standards related to the student's scope 

of practice. 

 The student must engage in patient care delivery in all settings and be able to deliver 
care to all patient populations. 

 The student must maintain the legal and ethical elements of the practice of nursing and 
function within the guidelines established by the law; and consistent with the 
professions American Nurses Association (ANA) Scope & Standards of Practice and Code 
of Ethics for Nurses and Ohio Board of Nursing-Ohio Administrative Code 4723-4, 
Standards of Practice Relative to Registered Nurses or Licensed Practical Nurse.  
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 During classes and clinical and laboratory experiences, the student must not be under 
the influence of illegal drugs or prescription drugs without a prescription or when taken 
in a manner other that as prescribed to the student by a health care provider.  

 
PROCEDURE 

 
Initial Verification 
1. Prior to admission to the School of Nursing, prospective students will be asked to complete, 

sign and date the Safety and Technical Standards Nursing Student Acknowledgement and 
Consent Form. This process does not preclude the student from being evaluated by CSU’s 
Office of Disability Services and receiving appropriate and reasonable accommodations. 

2. When faculty identify questions about whether a students meets these “Technical 
Standards” will be presented to the School of Nursing’s respective Admissions, Progression 
and Academic Standing Committee for further assessment. 

 
Annual Verification 
1. Current students must continue to meet these Safety and Technical standards throughout 

the program. Students who are no longer able to meet these standards MUST notify their 
respective program director immediately or face dismissal from the nursing program. 

 
Episodic Verification 
1. If a student is injured, becomes ill, or encounters any situation that changes her/his ability 

to meet the “Technical Standards”, the School of Nursing may request health care provider 
verification of the student’s continued ability to meet the standards. 

2. A copy of the ”Safety and Technical Standards” form and a cover memo for the health care 
provider to verify that they student can meet the “Technical  Standards” will be provided to 
the medical practitioner by the student. 

3. The student will return the health care provider-completed and signed form to the School 
of Nursing Office. 

4. The respective Program Director will review the verification and evaluate any request for 
academic adjustments and/or auxiliary aids and services to determine the adequacy of the 
supporting documentation and the reasonableness of the requested academic adjustments 
and/or auxiliary aids and services and then follow the same process as outlined for initial 
verification. 

5. Until a final decision is made, a student whose ability to meet the “Technical Standards” is 
assessed  under this process will not be allowed to participate in learning experiences in the 
clinical or laboratory settings. 

 
Cleveland State University is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity institution. No person 
shall be denied the opportunity for employment or education or be subject to discrimination in 
any project, program or activity because of race, religion, sex, national origin, age, or disability.  
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Students should contact the Office of Disability Services located at Main Classroom 147, 1899 E. 
22nd Street, Cleveland, Ohio or by telephone at 216.687.2015 if they have a question or concern 
about their ability to meet the “Technical Standards” with or without accommodations, or if 
they would like to arrange reasonable accommodations. 
  

  

https://www.csuohio.edu/disability/disability

